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PART 1: COMPREHENSION 

 
Read the text below and then answer all the questions (1-10) underneath:  
 

 
 
 
Questions:  
 

1. Give TWO reasons why the cave was an unpleasant place to be, according to the text?  (2 marks) 
i. _____________________________________________________ 

ii. _____________________________________________________ 
 

2. Why couldn’t the explorers go all the way into the cave? (1 mark) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. In paragraph 2, in what way was the bat guano like quicksand? (1 mark) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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4. What does the word, ‘wade’ mean in paragraph 2? (2 marks) 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. In paragraph 3, the writer uses the term ‘fecal soup’. What is he actually referring to?  (1 mark) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. What does the word ‘frantically’ mean in paragraph 4? (2 marks) 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. Reread paragraph 6 (“After a brief… bit me”). Using your own words, explain what the writer 
means by the words in italics in the following phrases:  
 

i. The python popped out of the crack in a blur of coils (line 19) (2 marks) 
_______________________________________________ 

ii. The snake’s head was horrifyingly all over the place (line 23) (2 marks) 
________________________________________________ 

iii. Popping in and out of the fecal soup (line 24) (2 marks) 
______________________________________________________ 

 
 

8. Give TWO reasons why catching the python was a dangerous activity. (2 marks) 
i. _______________________________________ 

ii. _______________________________________ 
9. Give TWO reasons why the snake wound was so painful for Brady (2 marks) 

i. __________________________________________ 
ii. __________________________________________ 

10.  Was the writer exploring the cave for work or for fun? What hint in the text tells you this? (1 
mark)  ___________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

/20 
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PART 2: GRAMMAR 
 

FOR THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS, FILL IN THE MISSING WORD/S WITH THE CORRECT TENSE OF THE 
VERBs IN BRACKETS. For some, you may have to fill in more than one word for each gap:  
 

1. What _______________ (do) John _________________ (say) to you yesterday?  
2. Oh Mary, your room is such a mess! Why  _______________________(clean) it up yet? 
3. Just as Jack ______________________ (cross) the road, a bus _____________ (come) hurtling 

around the corner.  
4. Dogs always __________________ (bark) louder when they _____________ (sense) that you are 

afraid.  
5. When I ____________________  (see) all the presents under the Christmas tree last night, I just 

_______________________ (cannot) believe my eyes.      
6. You must ____________________________ (feel) tired. You ______________ (stay) up so late last 

night! 
7. Please __________________ (not bother) me now. I ______________________ (try) to 

concentrate on this puzzle. 
8. When the old man _____________________(see) his grandchild coming towards him, he 

____________________ (hold) out his arms to give him a hug.  
 
 

/15 
 
FOR THE TEXT BELOW, FILL IN THE GAPS WITH THE FOLLOWING WORDS IN BLUE. You must only 
use each word ONCE:  
- Also, Nerves, very, look, Although, brush, pretends, groans, remind, often, smooth, son, 

always, for, lying, puff 
 
 

As a parent, I _____________ have to remind my _____________ to make his bed in the morning before 
leaving ___________ school. I don’t know why he systematically forgets, or why he _____________ so 
loudly every time I ____________him.  
 
The thing is, his bed is _______________ easy to make. All he has to do is ______________ out the 
bottom sheet, pull the quilt cover over the top and then ___________ up his pillow.  What is so hard 
about that?  
 
The other thing that gets on my ______________, is that I __________________ have to remind him to 
____________________his teeth after breakfast.  
______________ when I remind him, he ________________ that he has already done it. I always know 
when he’s _____________ though, because he won’t ______________ me in the eye.  
 
________________ I love my son to bits, it’s a tough job!  

/16 
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PART 3: COMPOSITION 

 
 

CHOOSE ONE OF THE QUESTIONS BELOW AND WRITE A STORY BELOW.  
(250-350 WORDS MAXIMUM):   

/20 
 

1. Write a story about a very special person in your life. 
 
OR 
 

2. Write a story about a funny moment in your life  
 
OR 
 

3. Write a story about an interesting or crowded bus ride you took one day.  
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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